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have the idea of practical work for the sake of others and;
that of serving all beings in the spirit of the Lord firmly
impressed on their minds. This will gradually purify
their minds and lead to the manifestation of Suttvika
(pure and unselfish) ideas. And having this the Brahma-
charins will in time acquire the fitness for attaining the
knowledge of Brahman and become eligible for Sannyasa.
Disciple: Sir, if, as you say, the gift of (spiritual)
knowledge is the highest, why then start sections for the
gift of food and the gift of learning ?
Swamiji: Can't you understand this point even
now ? Listen. If in these days of food scarcity you can,
for the disinterested service of others, get together a few
morsels of food by begging or any other means, and give
them to the poor and suffering, that will not only be
doing good to yourself and the world, but you will at the
same time get everybody's sympathy for this noble work.
The worldly-minded people, tied down to lust and
wealth, will have faith in you for this labour of love and
come forward to help you. You will attract a thousand
times "as many men by this unasked-for gift of food, as
you will by the gift of learning or of (spiritual) knowledge.
In no other work will you get so much public sympathy
as you will in this. In a truly noble work, not to speak of
men, even God Himself befriends the doer. When people
have thus been attracted, you will be able to stimulate
the desire for learning and spirituality in them. There-
fore the gift of food comes first.
Disciple: Sir, to start Feeding Homes we want a
site first, then buildings, and then the funds to work
them. Where will so much money come from ?
Swamiji: The southern portion of the Math prem-
ises I am leaving at your disposal immediately, and I
am getting a thatched house erected under that Bael
tree. You just find out one or two blind or infirm people
and apply yourself to their service. Go and beg food for